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UMOCA Year-in-Review
A Greater Utah

Main Gallery Exhibition

A Greater Utah Artists & Curators

A Greater Utah, on view in the Main Gallery 
Presented by Diane & Sam Stewart from July 28, 
2023–January 6, 2024 was an ambitious survey of 
Utah artists. Curated by six leading curators, cultural 
coordinators, and artists working in a myriad of 
Utah counties and regions—from the rural, to the 
desert, to the capital city–this collaborative curatorial 
approach sought to destabilize the singular voice of a 
set curatorial practice. Grounded in the most pressing 
issues across Utah today, the show granted authorship 
to the six curators to select work that best represented 
the themes, identities, and creative practices within 
their region.

The exhibition’s varied and collective themes 
explored land use, climate change, identity, 
Indigenous rights and practices, language, social 

region artists

Amanda Lee
Art Morrill
Fazilat Soukhakian
Levi Jackson
Mitsu Salmon

Makia Sharp
Brooklyn Johnson
Rachel Stallings-Thomander
Collin Bradford 
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Tiana Birrell

Peter Everett
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Nancy Rivera
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change, marginalization, geography, and what it 
means to be a Utahn today. A Greater Utah captured 
the transformative demographic, environmental, and 
cultural shifts happening within our state and sought 
to gather and bridge communities at the intersection 
of art, culture, and geography.

The exhibition also provided a site for oft-
overlooked geographic and artistic centers, expanded 
narratives and definitions of the local, and cultivated a 
chorus of Utah voices and perspectives. Grown from 
conversations between curators and artists, it also 
functioned as an intimate portrayal of Utah, revealing 
the under-examined history of art making across the 
state.  Revealing emerging practices in the region, the 
show served as a snapshot of art making in our ever-
changing state.

Fazilat Soukhakian, Queer in Utah, Lexi & Max, 2019-2022, Archival inkjet print
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UMOCA Year-in-Review
Art Truck

Students and Teachers Reached
15,345

Geographic Reach
The Art Truck visited 30 school districts including Alpine, Beaver, 
Box Elder, Cache, Canyons, Davis, Duchesne, Garfield, Granite, 

Iron, Jordan, Juab, Logan City, Millard, Murray, Nebo, North 
Sanpete, North Summit, Ogden City, Provo City, Rich, Salt Lake, 

San Juan, Sevier, South Summit, Tintic, Wasatch, Washington, 
Wayne, and Weber

“Students loved their experience in the truck. They made new connections about environmental 
impact. Most of all they were excited to think about the complicated nature of Nina Elder’s 

question, “What Sustains?” It helped us frame our ecological thinking in a new way. It brought 
to light the intersection between environmental impact and social issues like oppression, labor 

rights, access, and power. Thank you!”

“Kids were so excited to see art displayed in a truck. They were able to make real world 
connections to sustainability and community. It was age appropriate, engaging, and encouraged 

kids to be curious.”
 

“The students thought it was ‘super cool!’ They were very intrigued and interested the entire 
time. I appreciated the instructor doing both English and Spanish instruction.”

“The students really enjoyed Nina Elder’s work. They liked the idea of using local materials 
to make the ink for the artwork. They all walked away understanding the difference between 

traditional and contemporary art. The mine pictures were the favorites.”

Exterior of the Art Truck with Nina Elder: What Sustains installed

The Art Truck exhibition Nina Elder: What Sustains 
brought a professional, contemporary art exhibition 
directly to 91 different schools, providing a museum 
gallery experience for students who would not have 
the opportunity to visit UMOCA in-person. How 
do rocks, trees, and holes in the Earth sustain your 
daily life? Artist and researcher Nina Elder uses art 
to answer this question, telling honest stories about 
the complex connections between humans and 
nature. Students are invited to view Nina’s large-
scale realistic drawings to get curious about mines 
and clear-cut forests. These permanently changed 
places show a legacy of industry, both as scars in 
the landscape and sites that support our needs. The 
exhibition asks “What sustains?” The Earth endures, 
and so do the marks of human impact. Society is 
turning toward greater sustainability, yet we still 
extract our necessary materials from the planet. As 
the Art Truck travels around Utah, audiences will 

explore their relationship to the environment. The 
list on the Truck’s exterior is Nina’s futile attempt to 
exhaustively list what sustains us: our ecosystems, 
networks, souls, communities, and cultural practices. 
Audiences are invited to contribute to an ongoing 
and growing list of what sustains life in Utah. We 
connected the people, places, and objects that are part 
of our daily lives to their core elements and discovered 
the massive amount our planet directly sustains us. 
We created drawings based on prompts to document 
our favorite rocks, flora, geography, and community. 
Inside the Educator Manual, teachers were instructed 
on how to make expressive self-portraits, dive into 
what an art museum is, and how to create a zine(short 
for magazine). Teachers also had access to a video 
interview with the artist, who talked about how 
important research is in her creative process, what 
inspired her to become an artist, and why community 
artwork is important to her. 
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UMOCA Year-in-Review
La Dolce Vita

2024 Gala

This summer, UMOCA hosted its annual gala, an 
event dedicated to celebrating and supporting the 
museum’s renowned education, exhibition, and 
artist-in-residence programs. This year’s gala, La 
Dolce Vita, was magnifica! With the support of our 
generous community, we raised a record amount this 
year. These contributions will support UMOCA’s 
diverse range of programs, including dynamic 
exhibitions, educational initiatives, and public 
programs that make contemporary art accessible to a 
broad audience

UMOCA is especially grateful to the 40+ 
local artists who contributed their artworks to the 

art auction. Their generosity played a pivotal role 
in making the event such a success, and we are 
deeply grateful for their support. The night was 
truly a celebration of the vibrant and diverse artistic 
community that surrounds UMOCA.

The success of this year’s gala is a testament to 
the power of community and the vital role that art 
plays in enriching our lives. Molte grazie to everyone 
who contributed, attended, and made this a beautiful 
evening. We look forward to next year’s gala and 
making an even greater impact in the years to come. 
Together, we are supporting a thriving future for the 
arts in Utah.



12 13

UMOCA Year-in-Review
Out Loud LGBTQIA+ Teen Artist Workshops

21 teen artists; 5 guest artists

Over the course of 12 weeks, the 2024 Out Loud 
series explored new media and contemporary art 
practices with workshops in areas including comics, 
photography, printmaking, and sustainable fashion. 
The program culminated in a group exhibition at 
the museum. Growing Pains united the work of the 21 
LGBTQ+ teen artists who participated in this year’s 
Out Loud. Alongside local queer artists, participants, 

who represented 14 different Utah high schools, 
created work focusing on themes of nostalgia for their 
childhood experiences coupled with anticipation 
for the challenges that come with growing up queer 
in Utah. As anti-LGBTQ+ legislation and rhetoric 
continue to rise, Growing Pains bore witness to 
the resilience and creativity of Utah’s LGBTQ+ 
community.

Phoenix and Shepard, Memories, 2024, Mixed Media Installation photograph, OUT LOUD 2024: Growing Pains, May 8–June 1, 2024
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UMOCA by the Numbers

Visitors

Exhibitions

Education

Art Truck

Out Loud

AIR

Digital 
Outreach

Overall Number of Visitors & Outreach Participants

Number of Exhibitions

Number of Participating Artists

Number of K–12 School Tours

Number of K–12 School Tour Participants 

Number of Art Truck Visits

Number of Family Art Saturdays

Number of Family Art Saturday Participants

Number of Participating Students and Educators

Number of Schools & Community Events Visited

Number of LGBTQIA+ Youth Artists Involved

Number of Mentor Artists Involved

Number of Artists-In-Residence

Website Users

Instagram Followers Gained

55,080

20

94

56

3,923

99

12

680

15,345

94

21

5

6

86.293

1,600

K–12 Student Tour of A Greater Utah
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Gala Proceeds  308,600.70 

Balance Sheet
Revenues, Gain, and Other Support

Balance Sheet
Expenses

FY2023–24 FY2023–24

$0 $0

$2,000,000 $2,000,000

$1,000,000 $1,000,000

$500,000 $500,000

$750,000 $750,000

$250,000 $250,000

Government Support Exhibitions

Total Revenues, Gain, and Other Support Total Expenses

Increase in Net Assets

 585,246.59 754,956.77

$2,045,767.43 $1,760,210.46
 

$285,556.97

$1,500,000 $1,500,000

$1,750,000 $1,750,000

$1,250,000 $1,250,000

Foundation Support  317,541.02 

In-Kind Contributions 480,917.00 

Education 533,663.57

145,577.07Earned Revenue

228,413.75Development

Corporate Support  52,207.64 

Other/Misc 36,920.24

General Operations 243,176.37

Individual Support  118,757.17 
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Exhibitions

Paul Kos: Oracles
Jan 26 –Jun 29, 2024

2024 Gala Art Auction
May 10, 2024 – Jun 8, 2024

As the Lake Fades
Jan 26, 2024 – Jun 1, 2024

Jorge Rojas & Dr. Sasha Reed: The Biocurst Project
Jan 26, 2024 – Jun 1, 2024

Moses Williams: Parable Bodies
Apr 11, 2024 – Jun 1, 2024

OUT LOUD 2024: Growing Pains
May 8, 2024 – Jun 1, 2024

On the Subject of Land
Mar 28, 2024–May 25, 2024

Everything Is Collective: Expected Image
Jan 26, 2024 – May 1, 2024

Diane Tuft: Entropy
Jan 26, 2024 – May 1, 2024

Jerrin Wagstaff: American Landscapes
Jan 26, 2024 ‑ Apr 6, 2024

Doctorow Prize Winner: Chie Fueki
Sep 29, 2023 – Jan 6, 2024

Alyce Carrier: Cake Stand Altar
Aug 11, 2023 – Jan 6, 2024

Andrea Jensen: Solastalgia
Oct 20, 2023 –Jan 6, 2024

A Greater Utah
Jul 28, 2023 – Jan 6, 2024

Steven Stallings-Cardenas: Left Time
Jul 28, 2023 – Jan 6, 2024

Nina Elder: What Sustains
Sep 1, 2023 – Aug 1, 2024

Artists-in-Training: Head in the Clouds
Sep 1, 2023 – Oct 21, 2023

Ben Sang: Gut Set
Jul 28, 2023 – Oct 14, 2023

Utah Division of Arts & Museums Stateiwde Annual UT ‘23
Jun 23, 2023 – Sep 16, 2023

Alexis Rausch: Nobody likes it here
Jun 23, 2023 – Aug 5, 2023

Visitors at opening reception for Everything Is Collective: Expected Image, January 26, 2024
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Strategic Plan Progress Report
Overview

Strategic Plan Progress Report
Five Strategic Areas of Focus

WE ARE 
VISIBLE

WE ARE LOCAL & 
EXPANSIVE

WE ARE OPEN &
INCLUSIVE

WE ARE
RESPONSIBLE

CONTEMPORARY 
SINCE 1931

❶

 

❷

❸

❹

❺

We are seen as an iconic cultural center in 
downtown, with our community knowing 
UMOCA as THE leader of contemporary art. 
We see the need and provide both a place for 
gathering and a platform for dialogue with the 
varied cultural communities in our state.

UMOCA advocates and invests in the artists 
of Utah. Regionally relevant, well loved, 
and nationally known, we are committed to 
collaborating with and providing a space 
for local makers. We exhibit a blend of local, 
national, and international artists, and offer an 
interpretive framework on contemporary art 
practices.

We create dialogue around issues of our day 
by collaborating with artists and community 
partners whose work helps build a more just 
world, shows a commitment to social justice, 
and creates a deeper understanding of the 
experiences of others.

We have a reputation for strong financial 
solvency and are careful stewards of our 
resources. We share our successes and 
invest in our staff. We have sustained support 
generated from building new networks and 
relationships, as well as returning to those who 
helped make us great in the past.

Audiences and the community know our 
legacy as a historic leader of the avant-garde 
in Utah. Continuing that tradition, we are 
an independent voice, invested in the art 
of our time, that fosters open and relevant 

In 2019, UMOCA’s Strategic Planning Subcommittee 
was formed, including Board members, staff, and 
community leaders, to develop a five-year vision, 
mission statement, KPI recommendations, and 
quarterly reporting framework for FY2021-FY2026.

The Subcommittee focused on key areas like 
relevancy, brand, programming, and community 
engagement, gathering insights from a diverse 
group of stakeholders to ensure a comprehensive 
understanding of needs and opportunities.

This strategic framework led to three main 
outcomes: an updated mission statement, Five 
Strategic Areas of Focus, and Thirteen Goals, all 
aimed at strengthening UMOCA’s support for 
contemporary artists and community goals.

The resulting Strategic Plan sets ambitious 
targets for UMOCA’s growth and community 
engagement, celebrating its 90th anniversary and 
guiding its future as a dynamic cultural institution.

v i e w  t h e  f u l l  r e p o r t  o n  o u r  w e b s i t e :
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Strategic Plan Progress Report
Goals—Done and Accomplished

GOAL 2

Update furniture and fixtures in 
interior lobby & exterior sign to 
better reflect openness, facilitate 
visitor navigation, improve initial 
impact when people enter the 
building, and increase Art Shop.

STATUS 1

GOAL 1

Develop cohesive and concise 
branding of UMOCA.

STATUS 1

GOAL 12

Be recognized generally as Utah’s 
contemporary arts and culture 
bastion since 1931.

STATUS 1

GOAL 13

Integrate historical facts into 
social media platforms and marketing 
materials to tell our story.

STATUS 1

Strategic Plan Progress Report
Tactical Change/Pivot

GOAL 5

Show our commitment to Utah artists 
by organizing statewide exhibition 
(similar to PS.1 Greater New York 
exhibition).

STATUS 1

GOAL 3    

Improve UMOCA’s street presence, 
increase activity, and establish 
immediate recognition of the 
building as the contemporary arts 
and culture institution in downtown 
Salt Lake City.

STATUS 2/3

color score status

1 Done and Accomplished

2 Done and Continuing

3 Tactical Change—Entertain. District

4 Pivoted/Changed—Operational

5 Haven't Tackled
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Strategic Plan Progress Report
Goals—Done and Continuing

GOAL 4

Continue to organize strong 
exhibitions. Balance "blockbuster" 
exhibitions with relevant 
exhibitions that works towards 
better inclusivity of ideas and 
artists.

STATUS 2

GOAL 6

Increased collaborative approach to 
exhibitions with greater educational/
programmatic bridges.

STATUS 2

GOAL 9

Increase educational and public 
programs offerings for adult learners.

STATUS 2

GOAL 10

Achieve financial sustainability and 
greater organizational alignment.

STATUS 2

Strategic Plan Progress Report
Goals—Done and Continuing

GOAL 7

Increase involvement of student 
populations.

STATUS 2

GOAL 8

Increase involvement of student 
populations.

STATUS 2

GOAL 11

Continue providing financial support 
to participating artists and 
educators.

STATUS 2
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Full-Time Staff

Laura Allred Hurtado, executive director
Jared Steffensen, curator of exhibitions

Zachary Norman, manager of marketing and design
Alison Neville, manager of k-12 education

Michelle Sulley, operations manager
Kaitlin Mills, development strategist

Board of Trustees

Rich Walje, board president
Val Antczak, chair emeritus

Virginia Pearce, 
Ashley Spatafore Mirabelli, vice president

Cuauhtemoc Sandoval, secretary
Derek Allen

Madeline Crawley Beck
Corey Bullough

George Cardon-Bystry
Metta Driscoll

Timothy Fellow 
Annette Jarvis
Ben Jenkinson
Sophia Malik

Michael Matthews
Mike Nielsen

Maura Powers
Leena Rinne

Horacio Rodriguez
Elizabeth Shaw

Amy Wilson
Holly Yocom
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Supporters

Enterprise Holdings Foundation
Cameron Hansen
Robyn & Brett Hodess
Mengjing Huan
Levi Jackson
Ben Jenkinson
Brian & Shelly Kadison
William Klatte
Cortney Kochevar
Ronda Landa
Chris Le
Lift and Love Foundation
Sophia Malik
Mike Matthews
Cynthia & Thomas McLoughlin
Sean Miller
Cory Moore
Courtney Morton
Joni Moss
Sally & David Nadler
Tina Nee
Laurie Ness
Daniel & Mattis Noemi
Elissa Oshinsky
Virginia Pearce
Bonnie Phillips
The John & Marcia Price Family Foundation
Kristi Ragsdale
Leena Rinne
Steven Robertson
Goldman Sachs
Nia Sherar
Steve Simpson
David Spatafore
Springville Museum
Britt Templin
Cori Trudeau
Karen Urankar
Utah Symphony | Utah Opera
Gary Vlasic
Amy Wilson
Jenny Wilson

Karin Wilson
Cameo Winn
Holly Yocom
Ronald J. Zeidner

$500–$999
Karen Cahoon
Shannon Chaplo
Mark Estes
Raime Estes
Samantha Estrada
Peter Everett
Seth Fink
Josanne Glass
Carol Hodgman
Laura Allred Hurtado
James Jacobs
Pierre Langue
Rachelle Morris
Maureen O’Leary
Renato Olmedo-Gonzalez
Park City Community Foundation
The Reisman Family Charitable Fund
Scott Thornton
Utah Arts Festival Foundation
Lauren Vitulli

$1–$499
Marlene Abbott-Barber
Frederick R.  Adler
Jonathan Arabia
Valerie Atkisson
Felicia Baca
David Baddley
Zach Bale
Jacob Barron
Edward Bateman
Stacey Beck
Katie Bingeman
William Bingham
Claudia Blyth
Kim Bracken

Supporters

$50,000 +
Salt Lake County
Utah Department of Cultural & Community 

Engagement
Professional Outreach Programs In The Schools
Institute Of Museum and Library Services
Salt Lake County ZAP
The Sam & Diane Stewart Family Foundation
The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts
Zions Bank

$25,000 - $49,999
Lawrence T. and Janet T. Dee Foundation
Metta Driscoll
Giving Mangos
Arlo Rich Walje & Dr. Laura Nelson

$15,000 - $24,999
Lauren & Tyson Call
The Jarvis & Constance Doctorow Family 

Foundation
George S. & Dolores Doré Eccles Foundation
Lee & Bonnie Kirkpatrick
Salt Lake City Arts Council
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 

Foundation

$10,000 - $14,999
Ferrari of Salt Lake City
Steven Labrum
The Richard K. & Shirley S. Hemingway 

Foundation
Sallie Shatz
Dr. Virginia & Jenn Solomon
Jacquelyn and Gregory Zehner Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999
Derek & Abigail Allen
Cookie & John Allred
Val Antczak & Barbara Polich
Lauren Bald
Leah Caldwell

Whitney Call
Helen & Jeffrey Cardon
The Marriner S. Eccles Foundation
Timothy Fellow
John & Carol Firmage
Jeffrey & Leslie Fischer Family Foundation
Annette Jarvis
Ashley Spatafore-Mirabelli & Alex Mirabelli
Anne Mooney & John Sparano
JP Morgan Chase
Mike Nielsen & Grace Stephenson Nielsen
Maura Powers & Robert Volker
Promontory Foundation
Cuauhtemoc Sandoval & Russell Huiskamp
Ron Schwarz
Elizabeth & John Shaw
Virginia Solomon
Peter Walton & Tiffini Porter
Vanessa Di Palma Wright
Jacquelyn Zehner

$1,000 - $4,999
Angelica Arias
B. W. Bastian Foundation
Madeline Crawley Beck
Zachary Beck
Dr. Jatali Bellanton
Catherine Biggers Tuton & Jim Tuton
Tyler Bloomquist & Shalee Cooper
Corey Bullough
Tonya Call
Lars Call
The Jeffrey & Helen Cardon Foundation
Havilah Clarke
Karen & Jim Conway
Cass Hallacker Covaleski & Brendan Covaleski 
Victoria Dossett
Downtown Alliance
Denise Dragoo
Brent Draper
Grandeur Peak Global Advisors
John & Carol Firmage
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Supporters

$1–$499(continued)
Dannon Branigan
Sean Branigan
Kelly Brooks
Jamie Burnham
Linda Cannon
Matt Caputo
Yelena Caputo
George Cardon-Bystry
Claiborne Carrington
Jordan Christopher
Eddie Collins
Montessori Community School
Anne Connor
Rainey Cornaby
Lewis Crawford
Jakob Crockett
Maney Croft
Paul Crow
Ben Damstedt
Kirsten Darrington
Spencer Davis
Natalie Day
Steve Debois
Amanda Dillon
Tiffany Downend
Lisa G. Draper
Emily Eresuma
Ericka Eresuma
Mark Estes
Peter Everett
Beverly Facklam
Seth Fink
Coleson Firmage
Jim Frazer
Phillips Gallery
Dustin Garner
Marcey Goldner
Steven W. Grant
Spencer Hales
Dave Hall
Andrea Hansen

Supporters

Brad Hardy
Amanda Harryman
Libby Haslam
Mark Haslam 
Emily Hawkins
Peter Hay
Shelby Hintze
Teri Ho
Anna Ibey
Isabelle Interdonato
Jessica Jin
Holly K. Johnson
Sara Jordan
Emily Kay
Andy King
Nate King
Susan Klinker
Kyle Lamalfa
Melanie Lambert
Knight Landesman
Christine Lantis
Emily Larsen
Glen Larsen
Jordan Layton
Megan Lee
Laurie Liss
Tony Lordemann
John Malooly
Erica Marken
Kim Martinez
Elizabeth Mathis
Dustin Matinkhah
Mike Maughan
Bogart McAvoy
Frank McEntire
Danielle Medina
Nancy Melich
Drew Meyer
Ballard Miller Foundation
Benjamin Miller
Leah Moses
Martin Neunzert

Martin Neunzert
Brinton Newland
Caitlin Dawn Newland
Hilary Nitka
Giggi Nyquist Burns
Nikki Orlando
Carol Osborn
Anne Palmer
Ryan Palmer
Edward Palmquist
Sarah Pearce
Haigen Pearson
Randi Petersen
Dyan Pignatelli
Mare Piper
Ben Poole
Barton Poulson
Janet Reiten-Peterson
Bailey Rigby
Nick Rimando
Horacio Rodriguez
Nate Ronninger
Denise Sackett
Gudrun Salt
Charles Saltzman
Donnielle Schroeder
Michael Scolamiero
Helen Seltzer
Leslie Simon
Irving Simpson
Stacy Singerman
Lory Skwerer
Alexandra Smith
Caleb Smith
Roger Smith
Mary-Lou Smulders
Brian Snapp
Danae Snow
John L. Snow
Anna Sokol
Lauren Spatafore
Jane Sprankel

Michael Tonkin
Sara Turner
University of Utah
Mark Vernon
Cecilia Wainryb
Deborah Walsh
Meixin Wang
Brittany Watts
Ruth L White
Janice Whiting
Dana Wilson
Alisha Wirsten
Neil Wursten
Chao Yang
Elizabeth Young
Jes Young
Steve Zabriskie
Diego Zegarra

gala auct ion art ists

Trent Alvey
Alise Anderson
Jane Barnard
Mitchell Barton
Ed Bateman
Henry Becker
John Bell
Ian Burnley
Shalee Cooper
Paul Crow
Daniel Everett
Peter Everett
Nolan Flynn
Josh Graham
Jeff Griffin
Daniel George
Russell Huiskamp
Janelle James
Levi Jackson
Brooklyn Johnson
Christopher Kelly
Lenka Konopasek

Dimitri Kozyrev
Jiyoun Lee-Lodge
Jared Lindsay Clark
Colour Maisch
Frank McEntire
Cynthia McLoughlin
Alison Neville
Zachary Norman
Traci O’Very Covey
Andrew Rice 
Jean Richardson
Holly Rios
Horacio Rodriguez
Casey Jex Smith
Jared Steffensen
James Talbot
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Contemporary Art
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